Afghan soldier was

Gaptain Phillpgson on my in ummm

‘unlawfully killed’

A CORONER accused the
Ministry of Defence of
breaching Brilish soldiers'
trust by sending them to

Afghanistan without basic
equipment.

Amvileesw Walker was speaking m the end
aof an ingquest kst Fraday inco the death of
Captain James Philippson, aged 2, of 7
Paradhine Regimenn Beyal Flome Arillery,
I Bieefighe with Taliban tesops on June
11, M6, in which Brksh [orces were
“peelally out-gunned”.

Capt Philippson came rom  Oualasood
Howd in Brcket Wooe aned went o 54
Columba's College in Ring Hary Lane, 51
Albans,

The ingueest, which was held in Ouchord,
breared thar belore his death, 7 Pam sobiicrs
complained  repeatedly ahowt a lack of
proger coquipment = chiefly standard nighe
vision kits and weaponry. Even after his
demth, the much-needed equipment dad
ot avrive, the haaring

was todil.

Mr Walker, msistant coromer  for
Oafordshire, said: "They (the soldicss)
wete

diefeaied nod b_'\_t the werrons: but by the
lack of hasic equipment, To send soldiers
e i combal done witlioo basic equip-
ment & unlongivable,

mexcusmble and a breach of trust
bclim:cn the soldicrs and lhmt wha govern

Ehem

He recoatled a narmuiive L‘l‘ﬂllrl 1 which
he said Capa Philippson was

sl ally kil

Anthony Philippson, {..1.1.1[ Fhilippsan’s
farher, said witer the ingquest: T (the
coroner) laid inwe them (MoD) pardoular
Iy badly for the lack of equiprmen.

“l de hold the Mol responsible for
James's death bat it is not juss the Moll,

it goes much deeper than thar. The
Treasury and the then Chancellor, Gordon
Browmn, will be really o blame for what hag-
pened. The MoT) was starved of cash by the
Chancellor

‘Saldiers should never be sent out under-
equipped, the caraner made that

Coroner slams breach of trust
which sent officer into battle
without the basic equipment

aquite chear”

Spwsaking o his som, he s 7]
vy wantead dee o whiere iy

€5t Phils ippeon was pant of a 1|||n k-rusia-
o bowce dispatched o assist

another group of British soldiers who
e uneder fiee alles ihey were sent o

retricve an unmsnned aeral reconnais
sancie vehiche (DAY which had conne daossn
near their base at Sangin, Helmand
Prosinee.

As et an 10 help, m Thilippson was
Tuit win the wmiple by a '|:|‘t|rl. Canise off

el was given as o gussbhol wound o
the head.

A scrics of Capt Philippson’s surviving
calleagnes told the inguest that they

were ol supplicd with the veguired
coupment — IIIHHPHSII:IH Kiis apd an ArvAaY

of weaponry.
Major Johuny Elr:llmr Capt Philippson’s
commandding alicer, agreed this hs

Beal v ehemn bekng “totally ousl-guanmed”
v ‘Taliban Forees.

The coroner asked Maj Bristow if, hoad
they been supplicd with Minimi machine
guns and underdung grenade bunchers,
they would have been s maich for theiy
anacken.

“It woarld have made a hell of a differ-
ence,” he replicd,

He saidd there were theee ar four night-
wvizigay kiz hevween as ANy s M e,

Sergeant [ason Tombinson, of 7 Para,
described the Lack of ki as

“alisgumtmg™.

The Iwar':ng' s Lol 1J:|f “laliban [orces
had mubliple rocket led ade

hunrhrﬂ and mhg:'uift Fm

Major Michael "'ﬂlrnmg‘um. of the
Parachute Regiment, preshident of an Mol

board of inguiry (Bol) ot the death,
saied: “T da nnI:'Lc]h!h: there was a

Captain Philippson as a Cub

scrious shortage of weapons, but ves,
there was a shorage.”
The Bol report concluded thar Cape

Fhilippson was Killecl s a wesult e “poos

ctrcal decmion-making”, a lack of stan-
dard operating procedures and a

shorage I;? “mission-cssential equip-
e,

Mr Anthony T"'hi'lippg.nn added: "1 came
heewe toelay with thee hope that they woulbd
suppont the Army Bal repory, which the
coroner did 100 per cent.’

The 7 Para soldiers were deploved o
Afghanistan to help train soldiers fomn

the Afghan national army with a view o
theem comrelling the Sangin area,

Keeping war hero’s memory alive

CAPTAIN James Phiippson, the Mran soldier
ts be Killed during the second invasion of
Afghanistan, is to have his name wedl ona
plague ot the St Stephen Parish Council war
memonal in April.

Licutenant fames Barry, also from Bricket
Wl whias elied in the Falklands War in 1952,
will wlzs have his nome added o the bronze-
cast plasque o bee wleded o the existing war
memorial in Park Sirect

Sinee Captain Philippson's deatly, his broath-
er Dy, T8, rom Dexter (lose i Si
Alsans, has launched a charity n his memosy
- The ('_|||ui||| J.III‘II.'& l‘!lllq:ilmn Trust = andd
rabsed [t tnbarking on i sponscacd irck
thaoaepgh llu s l.u:_[q-n canyen in the
worled,

Adam Vanstone, 28, and David Fieldhowse,
0, who were also clise o Jarmes and swdens
at 5S¢ Colomba's accompesemied Davd on the
trek through the Fish River Canyon in
Mamitda in soeih Africa, The Tosd bas cased
mare than £20,000 g6 fr

amotivation  exercises.

All monies raiscd will be wsed w0 enable
|:|||.drr-|:1r'n'i:|ngﬂi and disabled children o
o in 15, team work, beadership and
o e The Trust will alse
dammie o chanties which super areme
farces personnel and veterans in their dmes o
need,

For further information about the Tt or
1o make a donatkon, 'LNI WL CAp i, org

More s T peasple anencded Cayptian
Fhilippson’s funer. al. t Allans Abbey in fune
s yesur aned a sepaarate: privide service was
held at Garston where an. somy fring paroy
prowiked a gun slute.

His aslel sehioed] ~ 31 Columba’s in King Hamy
Lamez, St Albans = named & newly-constructed
baillding afier him. It houses the school’s
Combined Cadet Farce.

Captain Philippeon's name has alse been
incheled on an Armed Forces Memornal in
Seaffordshire which commemaorates the lives of
mgsre than 15,0600 -11|r'I|.-. killed M-n'ing Frituin
aince World War Twoa,




